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the resignation of Fort Worth ISD superintendent Kent Paredes Scribner and to suggest 
he write legislation for the 2017 session of the Texas Legislature requiring students in 
Texas public schools to use the bathroom of the gender listed on their birth certificate.

Attorney General

The constitution requires the attorney general to “represent the State in all suits and 
pleas in the Supreme Court of the State in which the State may be a party.”10 This means 
that the main function of the attorney general is to serve as legal representation for the 
state in court. Texas’s first constitution provided for the appointment of the attorney 
general, but subsequent constitutions, including the current one, stipulated that the 
attorney general be elected. Today, the attorney general in Texas is elected in off-year 
elections to a four-year term, with no term limits. Like Texas, most states elect their 
attorney general, with only twelve states continuing to appoint the office. The salary of 
the attorney general in Texas is $150,000 per year.11

The attorney general’s office is involved in a wide range of issues, including pursuing 
deadbeat dads for unpaid child support, protecting the elderly population of Texas from 
false consumer and insurance schemes, collecting delinquent state taxes (as it did from 
Enron in 2005), and recovering fraudulent Medicare and Medicaid payments, to name 
just a few. The attorney general is also charged with ensuring that corporations in Texas 
comply with state and federal laws. Thus, in 1894, the attorney general sued John D. 
Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Company and its subsidiary, Waters-Pierce, for antitrust 
violations. The attorney general successfully made his case, and these companies were 
barred from doing business in Texas.12

One of the most important functions of the attorney general is to issue advisory 
opinions to the governor’s office, the legislature, and other state agencies. These opinions 
offer a legal interpretation of the Texas Constitution, a state law passed by the Texas 
Legislature, or an executive order from the governor. For example, in 2007, Governor Perry 

issued an executive order requiring that all 
girls receive the human papillomavirus 
(HPV) immunization before entering 
the sixth grade. State senator Jane Nelson 
disagreed with the governor’s mandate 
and met with Greg Abbott, then the 
attorney general, who issued an opinion 
that the governor’s HPV order was merely 
a suggestion and not legally binding. This 
opinion meant that the medical community 
was not bound to follow the executive order. 
Another important task of the attorney 
general is to appoint the solicitor general. 
The solicitor general and his or her staff are 
the key lawyers for Texas who actually argue 
appellate cases before state and U.S. courts.

Once a request for a legal opinion 
has been received, the attorney general’s 
office conducts extensive research into 
the issue, relevant laws, and constitutional 

Attorney general
chief legal advisor for the 
state who represents the state 
in courts and issues advisory 
opinions on legal matters to 
the governor, legislature, and 
other state agencies

In January 2015, newly inaugurated Governor Greg Abbott and Lieutenant 
Governor Dan Patrick enjoy a moment during the inauguration parade celebrating 
the start of their terms in office.
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